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Mystery Professor Is Still an Enigma to

.
. 4
By DOROTHY J. GAITER ’

When prosecutors in Pennsylvania
face Paul Arthur. Crafton in court
today, a month and a half after his ar-
rest, they will still not have any idea
why he may have used two aliases to
teach simultaneously at two colleges.
Nor will they know ‘why he had credit
cards and international correspondence
in & dozen names —nor who he is, real-

. , 58 old, is also an
enigma to hiscol _
Washingtan University, although he has
taught there for, 26-years, and to his
neighbors in Régency Estates in Poto-|
mac, Md., where he has lived .for 20:
years in a large, rambling house ob-:
.scured by evergreentrees.. . v e
-~ **Our ‘energies are concentrated ‘on!
-finding out. what::was .his " motive,”
LeRoy S. Zimmerman, the Pennsylva.
nia - Attorney General, -said recently.
“‘We have credit cards, minor transac-
tions on those credit cards lite
mmsarmmd thbi wo:l'l&ii but 33 eévxi;:lmce of
. Von! it at this time,” -+
The authorities say Mr. Crafton
taught at seven universities and col-
leges, including Wagner - College on |
Staten Island, and had applied to 22°
. others, using various names, since 1978,
For several months yntil his arrest
March 21 he taught simuitaneously at
George Washington University . in
Washington and Shippensburg and Mill-
ersville State ‘Colleges in Pennsylvania,
investigators said. ... o
Second Hearing Set for May 26 -
Mr. Crafton has pieaded not guilty:to,
27 counts of theft by deception, tamper- !
ing with public' records, forgery and
false sw in connection with his
teaching in Pennsylvania. He was freed
for a preliminary hessing oo tho Seie
I 8 p: g on ihe p-
pensburg charges: A hearing on the
Millersville charges is set for May 26. -+
- Another aspect of Mr. Crafton’s ca-
reer came to light with the disclosure
by Norman S. Klein, a.Miami Beach
lawyer, that the professor had sought fi-
nancing over a period of several years .
for a series of inventions, nane of which -
came to fruition. The inventions' in.
cluded a device to read-utility meters :
by remote control.and aimethod of veri- -
lying credit cards, & v e s
¢ “"As far as 1 know, no one was de-
frauded,” Mr. Klein said _H:sterday ina

at’

geph&ne interview, ¢ hlEh inv:storg
; Knew they were taking a risk, !
| they were abletoaffordit.”, .. . |
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George ! and students called him aloof

rally _it, and hecarriedacane. . .
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! Investigators say that in Mr. Craf.
hey found 16 boxes Somtaime, SouAty
ey foun Xes con
establishing 34 idenﬂﬂmega o
found foreign currencies, academic:
credentials from several foreign
versities and international .
ence under various letterheads cop-
cerning the sale of banks, ofl and att.

At George Was

leagues. ‘At other colleges, professors!

“inaccessible and incompetent.”.
“He .wasn't around much,” -said|
James McCoy, a mathematics profes- |-
sor at Wagner College, “I. 35 1t
understand why.”’. . ... s
Mr. Crafton spoke with a

‘cent .at the other colleges, .but not at i~
.George Washington. He almostmav;?s' :

wore navy blue golyster trousersanda:
. White ghirt. He held his right.arm ¢lose
to his body as though he could not raise.

S P

His parents were Rumanian immi-
grants and he was born in New York
City. He received a Ph.D in engineering
from the University of Maryland in
1836.  His name was legally.changed
trom Cohen in 1944, He and his wife,
Sonia, have two children, Eric; 20, a col-
‘lege student, and Laura Melanie; 17,
‘who has cerebral paisy and is confined
to a wheelchalir. R e L T

:Jeanne Gle.nréie lfutas 1i¥ed ziaour houses |
down from the Craftons for 20 years, yet |
she says she has only seen Mr. Crafton’ *[
three times. “They were always busy l
with their daughter,” she said. *“No:one
‘knewthem much.” . - . :

Laura’s need for her father's care
and hervcostly{ medical tlzn'eah;?g:rts are
“expected to play a part ense,
'She has had several operations in hospi. -
“tals abroad, according to Mr. Crafton's’

attorney, jobn F. Pyfer Jr.

uni-/ ground.
" “Mr. Crafton has also patented several
inventions, .including & tunnel-drilling
| process. He
| search Labaratory
"but-he cret military ent for 25 years.

- avoided social engagements with col-. ‘cret military equipment

-guess now 1| o

He characterized his client"as a de-

1 voted father and husband who built “a !
also '15; of
around

contraptions, "ramps in and
the house” to help Laura get

worked at the Naval‘Re-
in Washington on se-,

“Was he g Spy? That seems tobe a
am; That seems b

le;a

: £ a8 chairman of
Gearge Washington University's engi-
neering department because he had su-
pervised the work of a doctoral student
‘and granted her a degree all on his own.

His at Ge W was
cut to-$15,000 this semester because he
was “working "part - time; . He earned
$28,500 at ‘Shippensburg and $28,000 at

the;facxﬂi}anﬂ Y

| Millersville. The university put him on
- administrative leave with pay artartgg
. t

' arrest, and Has begun &
cmﬂdendinlﬁs‘m

things like this occur, the gen-
eral public tends to stand back and to
stand in-certain admiration ‘of people
who manage to do this,"” said Dr. Keith
Lovin, provost at Millersvilie State Col-
Jege. ‘‘But it’s serious. Academic traud
is wrong. It:cannot be condoned.”’;. - ...




